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DESCRIPTION 


OF 


ALNWICK CASTLE. 


LNWICK- CASTLE, one of the 
A principal ſeats of the great family of 
Percy, earls of Northumberland, is 
ſituated on the ſouth ſide of the river Alne, on 


an elevation that gives great dignity to its appear- 


ance, and in ancient times rendered it a moit 
impregnable fortreſs. It is believed to have been 
founded in the time of the Romans, although no 
part of the original ſtructure is now remaining. 
But when part of the Dungeon or Caſtle-keep was 
taken down to be repaired fome years ago, under 
the prefent walls were diſcovered the foundation 
of other buildings, which lay in a different di- 
rection from the prefent, and ſome of the ſtones 
appeared to have Roman mouldings, 

Tur Dungeon or Keep of the preſent caſtle, 
is believed to have been founded in the Saxon 
times. The zig-zag fretwork round the Arch that 

leads 


of 


leads into the Inner Court, is evidently of Saxon 
architecture; and yet this was probably not the 
moſt ancient entrance; for under the Flag-Tower 
(before that part was taken down and rebuilt by 
the preſent duke, was the appearance of a Gate- 
way that had been walled up, directly fronting 
the preſent Outward Gate into the town. 

Tuts Caſtle appears to have been a place of 
great ſtrength immediately after the Norman con- 
queſt : for in the reign of King William Rutus, it 
underwent a remarkable ſicge from Malcolm III. 
king of Scotland, who loſt his life before it, as 
did alſo Prince Edward his eldeſt fon. The moſt 
authentic account of this event ſeems to be that 
given in the ancient Chronicle of Alnwick Abbey; 
of which a copy 15 preſerved in the Britiſh Muſeum.* 
This informs us that the caſtle, although toh ſtrong 
to be taken by aſſault, being cut off from all 
hopes of ſuccour, was on the point of ſurrender- 
ing, when one of the garriſon undertouk its reſcue 
by the following ſtratagem: He rode forth com- 
pleatly armed, with the Keys of the caſtle tied to 
the end of his ſpear, and preſented himſelf in a 
ſuppliant manner before the king's pavilion, as 
being come to ſurrender up the poſſeſſion. Mal- 
colm too haſtily came forth to receive him, and 
ſuddenly received a mortal wound. The aſſailant 


eſcaped by the fleetneſs of his horſe through the 


river, 


Harl. MSS. No, 692, (12.) fol. 155. 


is 
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river, which was then ſwoln with rains. The 
Chronicle adds that his name was Hammond“, 
and that the place of his paſſage was long after 
him named Hammond's Ford, probably where 
the bridge was afterwards built. Prince Edward, 
Malcolm's eldeft fon, too incautiouſiy advancing to 
revenge his father's death, received a mortal wound, 
of which he died three days after. Ihe ſpot where 
Malcolm was flain was Giſtinguiſhed by a croſs, 
which has lately been reftored by the preſent 
Dutchcis, who is immediately deſcended from this 
unfortunate king, by his daughter Queen Maud, 
wife of King Henry the firſt of England; whoſe 
lineal delcen:iants were, 1. The lady Mary Plan- 
tagenet, (daughter of Henry earl of Lancaſter, 
grandſon of King Henry III.) married to Henry 
Percy the third Lord of Alnwick; 2, The lady 


Elizabeth Mortimer (grand-daughter of Lionel 


duke 


» Nothing can be mere futile and erroneous, than the ſtory 
told by Boctius and copied by other 3cotiiſh writers, that this 
ſoldier received the name of Pizxcy from PIERCING the king's 
EYE with his ſpear, and was anceſtor of the Perc1es, earls of 
Northumberland; whereas WII LIAu ve Percy, the anceſtor 
of this family, had come over with the Conqueror, and had 
tounded Whitby Abbey, in Yorkſhire, before the death of king 
Malcolm, as appears by the charter of foundation, which bears 
his name, and is printed in Pugdale's Monaſticon, vol. I. p. 72, 
Indeed he received his name from his domain of Percy in 
Lower Normandy, near St. Lo; nor had his deſcendants any 
connection with Northumberland, till the reign of King Ed- 
ward I. as will be ſeen below. 
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duke of Clarence) wife of Hotſpur; and, z. 
The lady Eleanor Neville (grand-daughter of John 
of Gaunt) wife of the ſecond earl of Northum- 
berland. 

Is the following century, another king of Scot- 
land was taken priſoner beſieging this caſtle. This 
was Wilham III. commonly called the Lion; who 
having formed a blockade for ſome days, was ſur- 
prized by a party of Engliſh, that had marched in 
the night to its relief, and coming ſuddenly on the 
King as he was reconnoitring the works at ſome 
diſtance from his camp, took him priſoner early in 
the morning of July 12, 1174. The captive mo- 
narch was ſent firſt to Richmond, and afterwards 
into Normandy to King Herry II. A tradition 
has been preſerved that the king was taken nor. 
more than a bow-ſhot from the caſile, at a place 
formerly called Rotten- row, not far from the en- 
trance on the Ride into Hulne Park. 

To give compleat Annals of all the events that 
happened at, or near this Caſtle, would conſtitute 
too large a part of the Border Hiſtory; and there- 
fore it will be ſufficient only to mention, at preſent, 
a remarkable retreat that was made from this caſtle, 
at the concluſion of the civil wars of York an& 
Lancaſter. | 

MarcaretT of Anjou had introduced into this 
caſtle a garriſon of three hundred Frenchmen. 


Afﬀter the deciſive battle of Towton, when the 
| victoriovs 


- — * 
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victorious Yorkiſts proceeded to take poſſeſſion of 
all the caſtles in the North; Margaret, who was 
anxious to preſerve this garriſon, applied to George 
Douglas, carl of Angus, who very gallantly un- 
dertook to bring them away. He accordingly 
advanced with ten thouſand horſemen, and mak- 
ing ſhow, as if he meant to charge the Englith 
army, which had inveſted ihe caſtle; while the 
latter turmed themſelves in line of battle, he 
brought up a party of his ſtouteſt horſes to the 
poſtern- gate, to whom the garriſon made a fally, 
and every ſoldier mounting behind a trooper, (or 
as others 1ay, on a number of ſpare horſes brought 
purpo ely for them) the whole were ſecurely con- 
veyed :- .» Scotland; the earl of Warwick, who 
commanded the Engliſh, being well ſatisficd to 
take poſſeſſion of the deſerted caſtle without blood- 
ſhed. It is believed that the garriſon, before they 
retired, had endeavoured to deſtroy all the arms 
and ammunition which they could not carry off. 
Accordingly a tew years ago, on opening the 
principal well in the inner ward, which had been 
long filled up, the workmen found in it a great 
number of cannon balls, of a very large ſize, ſuch 
as were chicfly uſed after the firſt invention of 
gunpowder ; and wluch, together with ſome other 
things of that kind, had probably beca thrown 
into the well by this garriſon, This retreat was 
made in Janue , 146. 


To 


8-1 

To remount back to the hiſtory of the proprie- 
tors of ALywick CasTLE: Before the Norman 
conqueſt, this caſtle, together with the barony of 
Alnwick, and all its dependencies, had belonged 
to a great baron, named Gilbert Tylon, who was 
Nain fighting along with 1 Iarold. His fon Wil 
ham had an one daughter, whom the Conquer r 
gave in marriage to one of his Norman chieftains, 
nanu lvo de Veſcy, together with all the inheri- 
tance of her houſe. From that period the caſde 
and barony of Alnwick continued in the poſſeſſion 
of the lords de Veſcy down to the time of king 
Edward I. In the 25to year of whoſe reign, anno 
Domini 1297, died lord William de Veſcy, the 
laſt baron of this family ; who having no legitimat 
"Hue, did, by the king's licence, infeoff Anthony 
Bec, biſhop of Durham, and titular patriarch vi 


Jeruſalem, in the caſtle and barony of Alnwick. 


Ar the fawe time William gave to a natural for: 
of his, named allo William de Veſcy, the manor 
of I Iloton Buſcel, in Vorkſhire; which he ſettlecd 
abſolutely on him and his heirs; appointing him, 
as he was then a minor, two guardians, whole 
names were Thomas Plaiz, and Geoffrey Gyp- 
pylmer Clerk. {See Dugdale's Baronage, vol, I. 
p. 95, &c.] 

Tuis appointment, as alſo the very words of 
the deed of infeultment, (till extant) in which the 
CONVEYANCE is to the biſhop abſolute and uncon- 

ditiona?. 


{ 
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Citional, confute a report too haſtily taken up by 
zome hiſtorians, that this caſtle and barony were 
only given to the biſhop in truſt for William the 
baſtard above-mentioned, and that he was guilty 
of a violation of this truſt, in diſpoſing of them 
otherwile. 

Ix the biſnop's poſſeſſion the caſtle and barony 
of Alnwick continued twelve years, and were then 
by him granted and fold to the lord J lenry de 
Percy, one of the greateit barons in the north, 
who had diftinguithed himſelf very much in the 
wars of Scotland, and whole family had enjoyed 
large poſſeſſions ia Yorkihire from the time of the 
conqueſt. The biſhop's deed bears date 19th 
Nov. 130%, and was no clandeſtine or obſcure 
cranſaction, tor the witnelles to it were fome of 
the grcateit pertonages in the kingdom, viz. 
Ilenry Lacy, carl of Lincoln; Robert de Umfre- 
ville, carl of Angus; Robert, lord Chitord, &c. 
The grant was afterwards confirmed by the king 
at Sheene, 23d Jan. 1310, (anno 3. R. FA. II.) 
to Henry de Percy and his heirs; who, to remove 
every pretence of complaint, obtained a releate of 
all right and ticle to the inheritance trom the heir 
ar law, Sir Gilbert de Aton, knight, who was the 
neareſt legitimate relation to the lord Wiliam d- 
velcy, above-mentioncd. | 

From that period Alnwick Caſtle became the 
great baron:at ivat in the North, of the lords pe 
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Pracy, and of their ſucceſſors the earls of Ne- 
thumberland; by whom it was tranlinitted down 
in lineal ſucceſiion to their illuſtrious repreſenta- 


tives, the preſent Nuke and Dutcheſs of Northurn- 
bcr.. nd. 


TumeDIaTELY ON 1ts firſt acquilition, the lord 
JTenry de Percy began to repair this Caſtle ; and 
he and his ſucceſſors, afterwards carls oi Northum— 
berland, perfected and compleated both this cita- 
del and its outworks. 

Tart two great Octagon Towers which were 
luperadded to the old Saxon Gateway atore-tmen- 
tioned, and conſtitu e the entrance into the Inner- 
Ward, were erected about the year 1350, by the 
tecond lord Pzrcy of Alnwick, ſon to the for- 
mer; who in 1327 had been appointed one of the 
12 Barons, to whom the government of England 
was aſſigned during the minority of King 1.4- 
ward III. 

Tur Date of the erection of theſe two Towers is 
aſcertained very exactly by a ſeries of Eſcutcheons 
ſculptured upon them, which tufficient'y ſupply 
the place of an Inſcription : and it is very re- 
markable, that, although theſe towers have now 
ſtood upwards of 400 years, they have never re- 
ceived or wanted the leaſt repair. 

Tux E$CUuTCHEONS are arranged in the fol- 
lowing order : 


L A 
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I. A PLain ſhield with a bend: ſuppoſed t 
be the original arms of Tysox the proprictor of 
this caſt'e in the Saxon times. 

II. Lr thield or Vescy. lord of Alnwick after 
the cenqueſt, whole arms were Or, & 9s 12670. 

III. CrirrorD., Idonea, daughter of Robert, 
lord Clifford, was wife of Herry Percy, 2d lord 
of Alnwick, who built thele rowers, In colours 
it would be Cheque 6 ot cgure, a . 

I. Pzrcy, the proprietor and bu:lucr of the 
towers, viz. Or, a lion rampant azure. 

Bonum. William de Bohun, Harl of Narch— 
apron, was in 1352 made Lord Warden of the 
Marches, and fo continued for two years after: 
viz. Azure, à bend argent charved with three mullets 
ſable, between 2 cotices and fix lions rampant er. 

VI. PLaxTAGENET. Mary, daughter of | tenry 
Plantagener, earl of Lancaticr, ant grandion of 
King Henry III. was wite of Li-ory Percy, 3:1 lord 
of Alawick fon to tic founder of theie towers: 
viz. Gules, 3 6:95 Teiapant en, charged with a lie 
of 5 points. 

In the CENTER are the arms of the ſovetcigu 
King Edward III. viz. France an! england qquar 
terly : France being then St de Hours de (is, 

VII. WAREN. Elan, daughter of John, 
F.arl of Warren and Surtey, Was wife of 11 nr 
Lord Percy, the tounder's grandiather:; vic. Ce. 
cr et atiie, 
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VIII. Anuxprr. Eleanor, daughter of John, 
Earl of Arundel, was the founder's mother; wife 
of Henry Percy, firſt Lord of Alnwick : viz. Gules, 
a lion rampant or. 

IX. UmrrEviile. Margaret Percy, one of the 
founder's daughters, was then married to Robert, 
lon and heir of Gilbert de Umfreville, Earl of 
Angus: viz. Azure, a os or, between 6 
croſlets argent. 

X. Pzrcy again. Iſabel Percy, ber of the 
daughters was then unmarricd. She was after. 
wards wife of William de Aton. 

XI. NE VILLE. Maud Percy, the founder's eldeſt 
daughter, was wife of John lord Neville of Raby : 
viz. Gules, a ſaltire argent. 

XII. Firz-WarLTER, Elcancr Percy, his ſecond 
—_— was married to John lord Fitz-Walter : 
viz. Or, a feſs between 2 chevrons gules. 

Ir deſerves remark that the preſent Duke of 
Northumberland is by his grandmother, daughter 
of Marmaduke Lord Langdale, lincally deſcended 
from the two ladies laſt mentioned, and through 
them from the ancient Lords pz Percy. 


ALNwIeEk CasTLE contains about five acres of 
ground within its Outer Walls*, which are flanked 
| with 


* The Caftle-Walls meaſure round the outſide 267 4 Feet. 
—'The Meaſure of the Walls round the outſide of the Caftle- 
Keep 


. 


with ſixteen Towers and Turrets, that now afford 
a compleat ſett of Offices to the Caſtle, and retain 
many of them their original names, as well as their 
ancient uſes and deſtination. Theſe are, 

I. Tur Great or Outward Gate of entrance. 
anciently called the Utter-Ward. 

II. Taz Garner or Aveners Tower : behind 
which are the Stables, Coach-houles, &c. in all 
reſpects ſuitable to the magnitude and dignity of 
this great caſtle. 5 

III. The Water-Tower ; containing the ciſtern 
or reſervoir that ſupplies the caſtle and offices 
with water. Adjoining to this is the Laun- 
dry, &c. 

IV. Ta Caterer's Tower; adjoining to 
which are the Kitchens, and all conveniencies. 
of that ſort. 

BEHIN D the adjacent walls are concealed a com- 
pleat ſett of Offices and Apartments for moſt of 
the principal Officers and Attendants in the caſtle : 
— Together with a large Hall, or Dining-Room, 
to entertain the tenants at the audits; with an 
Office for the Auditors, Houſe-keeper's Room; 
and underneath theſe, a Servants-hall, with all 
other ſuitable conveniences. 


V. Tur 


Keep or Citadel is 724 feet 10 inches. — The Inner Court 
within the Citadel, meaſures round the Walls 316 feet, 2 
inches. 
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V. Tux Middle Ward. 

VI. Tux Auditor's Tower. 

VII. Tat Guard-Houſc. 

VIII. Tur Eaſt-G :rret, 

IX. Tu Recor:''s Tower; of which de lower 
ſtory contains the Evidence-Room, or « at Je- 
poſitory of the Archives of the Barony oe it 
is a Circular Apartment deſigned am executed 
with great taitz and beauty tor a E quettins 
Room, being 29 icet diameter, ande ct 
ches high. 

X. Tue Ravine Tower or Hotipur's air. 
Between this and the Round Tow was 1. aer 
a large Breach in the walls, which .or time imme- 
morial had been called dy the town's prople, the 
Bloody Gap. 

XI. TInE Conſtable's Tower; winch remains 
chiefly in its ancient (tate, as a ſpecimen how the 
caſtle itſelf was once fitted up. 

XII. Taz Poſtern Tower, or Sally Port. The 
Upper Apartments now contain old armour, 
arms, &c. The lower ſtory has a ſmall Fur- 
nace and Elaboratory for chymical or other ex- 
periments. 

Between this, and the Tower next mentioned. 
is a Battery of.. . Guns, which commands the 
Bridge, &c. 

XIII. Tur Armourer's Tower. 


XIV. Tus Falconer's Tower. ä 
XV. Tur 
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XV. Tur Abbot's Tower; ſo called either 
from its ſituation neareſt to Alnwick Abbey, or 
from its containing an apartment for the Abbot. 
of that monaſtery whenever he retired to the 
caſtle. 


XVI. Tus Weſt-Garret. 


Tux Caſtle properly conſiſts of three Courts or 
Diviſions; the entrance into which was defended 
with three ſtrong maſſy Gates; called the Utter- 
ward, the Middle-ward, and the Inner-ward. Each 
of theſe Gates was in a high embattled Tower, 
furniſhed with a Portcullis, and the Outward Gate 
with a Draw-bridge alſo: they had each of them a 
Porter's Lodge, and a ſtrong Priſon, beſides other 
neceſſary apartments for tue Conſtables, Bailiffs, 
and ſubordinate officers. Under each of the Pri- 
ſons was a deep and dark Dungeon, into which 
the more refractory priſoners were let down with 
cords, and from which there was no exit but 
through the trap door in the floor above. That 
of the Inner Ward is ſtill remaining in all its ori- 
ginal horrors. 

Tuis caſtle, like many others in the North, 
was anciently ornamented with Figures of Warriors, 
diſtributed round the battlements, and therefore 
the preſent noble proprietors have allowed then: 
to be continued, and have ſupplied fome that hail 
been deſtroyed, but to ſhew what they once were; 

| and. 
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and, that this is no innovation, they have retained 
the ancient ones, tho* defaced, which were placed 
at the top of the two Octagon Towers. 

From length of time, and the thocks it had 
fuſtained in ancient wars, this Caſtle was become 
quite a ruin, when by the death of Algernon dukæ 
of Somerlet, it devolved, together with all the 
*ſtates of this great barony, &c. to the preſent 
Duke and Duchets of Northumberland; who im- 
mediately fet to repair the fame, and with the 
moſt conſummate talte and judgement reſtored and 
imbelliſhed it, as much as poſlible, in the true 
Gothic ſtile ; to that it may deſervedly be conti- 
ciered as one of the nobleſt and moſt magnificent 
models of a great Baronial Caſtle. 


NoTHixG can be more ſtriking than the effect 
at firſt entrance within the walls from the town, 
when through a dark gloomy Gateway of conſi- 
derable length and depth, the eye ſuddenly emerges 
into one of the molt ſplendid ſcenes that can be 
imagined ; and is preſented at once with the great 
body of the Inner Caſtle, ſurrounded with fair 
ſemi-circular Towers, ſinely ſwelling to the eye, 
and gaily adorned with Pinnacles, Figures, Battle- 
ments, &c. | 

Tux impreſſion is {till further ſtrengthened by 
the ſucceſſive entrance into the ſecond and third 
Courts, thro' great maſly Towers, till the ſtranger 
15 landed in the Inner Court, 1 in the very center of 


chis great Citadel. 
Hyrgr 


_ 
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Herne he enters to a moſt beautiful Stair-Cale, 
of a very ſingular yet plealing form, c inding 
like a fan: the cornice of the ceiling is enriched 
with a ſeries of 120 Eſcutcheons, diſplaying the 
principal quarterings and intermarriages of the 
Percy family. The ſpace, occupicd by this ſtair- 
caſe, is 46 feet long, 35 feet 4 inches wide, and 
43 feet 2 inches high. 

Tur firſt room that preſents to the left, is the 
Saloon, which is a moſt beautiful apartment, de- 
ſigned in the gayeſt and moſt elegant ſtyle of Go- 
thic architecture; being 42 fect 8 inches long, 
37 feet 2 inches wide, and 19 feet 10 inches high. 

To this ſucceeds the Drawing-Room, conſiſting 
of one large oval, with a femi-circular projection, 
or bow-window. It is 46 feet 7 inches long, 3; 
feet 4 inches wide, and 22 feet high. 

Hence the tranſition is very properly to the 
great Dining-Room; which was one of the firit 
executed, and is of the pureſt Gothic, with Niches 
and other ornaments, that render it a very noble 
model of a great Baron's-Hall. In this room was 
an irregularity in the form, which has been ma- 
naged with great {kill and judgement, and made 
productive of beauty and convenience. This was 
a large Bow-Window, not in the center, but to— 
wards the 1 per end, which now affords a very 
agreeable rec waen the family dine: done, or 
tor a ſecond table at the great p... Zinners. 
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This room 15 53 feet 9 inches long, 20 feet 10 
inches wide, (excluſive of the circ alar receſs, which 
is 19 feet in diameter) ard 26 feet ꝙ inches high. 

From the dining-rcom, the ſtranger may either 
deſcend into the Court, by a Circular Srair-caſe, or 
he is uſhered into a very beautiful Gothi- apart- 
ment over the Gateway, commonly uſed for a 
Breakfaſt or Supper-Room : this is furniſhed with 
cloſets in the Octagon Towers, and is connected 
with other Private Apartments. Ir is 38 feet 3 inches 
long, 24 feet 3 inches wide, and 16 feet 1 inch high. 

H xc the ſtranger is conducted into the Libra- 
ry, which is a very fine room, in the form of a 
parallelogram, properly fitted up for Books, and 
ornamented with ſtucco-work in a very rich Go- 
thic ſtyle ; being 63 feet 8 inches long, 22 feet 2 
inches wide, and 16 feet 1 inch high. This apart- 
ment leads to 

Tux Chapel; which fills all the upper ſpace 
of the Middle Ward. Here the higheſt diſp ay of 
Gothic ornaments 1n their greateſt beauty has been 
very properly exhibited ; and the ſeveral parts 
of the chapel have been deſigned after the moſt 
perfect models of Gothic excellence. The great 
Window is taken from one of the fineſt in 
York-minſter. The Ceiling is borrowed from that 


of King's-college in Cambridge; and the Walls are 


painted after the great church in Milan : but the 
Windows of Painted Glaſs will be in a ſtile ſupe- 


rior 
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rior to any thing that has yet been attempted, and 
worthy of the preſent more improved ſtate of the 
arts. Excluſive of a beautiful Circular Receſs for 
the family, the Chapel is go feet long, 21 feet 4 
inches wide, and 22 feet high. 

Re TurNinxG from the Chapel through the Libra- 
ry, and paſſing by another great Stair-Cafe, (that 
fills an oval ſpace of 22 feet 9 inches long, and 
15 feet 3 inches wide,) we enter a Paſſage or Gal- 
lery which leads to two great State Bed-chambers, 


each 3o feet long, moſt nobly furniſhed, with 


double dreſſing rooms, cloſets and other conve- 
niencies, all in the higheſt elegance and magnifi- 
cence, but as conformable as poſſible to the ge- 
neral ſtile of the Caſtle. From theſe Bed-Cham- 


bers the paſſage opens to the grand Stair-Caſe, by 


which we firſt entered, and compleats a tour not 
eaſily to be paralleled. 


